
 

The Sydney Fish Market was massive.  They see roughly 10% of the world’s seafood production. 

What I learned the 

most though from 

the Sydney Fish 

Market is just how 

much a gamble 

they live every day 

at the market. They 

gamble each day 

with the prices. 

They gamble each 

day if there will be 

enough stock to sell. Because they live every day at a gamble, I was very curious how covid 

effected their operation and market. I was shocked to know that they do not have a lot of help or 

really any political motivation behind them. They have no fuel subsidies, or anything really like 

that. They most defiantly do not have a seat at the table for lobbying. Which shocks me the most 

because in the United States with certain commodity groups we specifically have organization 

set aside for lobbying. The Cattlemen’s Organization is producers that go to the capital and lobby 

for the beef industry. With the seafood industry being so massive and crucial to Australia I would 

have thought they would have more help from the government. I also really enjoyed how at the 

Sydney Fish Market because they not only sell fish at an auction, but you can personally by a 

diverse variety of free fish to take home right there. It was so massive and insane sight to see.   



 

 
We got the chance 

to tour many 

beautiful sights 

while we were in 

Australia. We all 

spent so long on 

the bus together 

and something that 

I learned and 

really took home 

with me was the 

definition of 

friendship. At the beginning of this trip, I only a couple people going in and by the time we left 

and got back home I had a list of friends that I now am extremely close with. What they taught 

me through this trip is how to find the beauty in everything. The beauty in things that sometimes 

I would think are not beautiful. For instance, they showed me to find the beauty in those long bus 

rides, the beauty is talking with friends. Find the beauty in those rainy days, because we get to 

play in the water. Find the beauty in seeing a foggy three sisters. They were able to make 

everything so fun and they were able to find the beauty in everything. I look forward to calling 

these people my friends and am very thankful for this trip for bringing me closer to them. I 

would not look at life the way I do if it was not for this trip they truly did teach me so much.  

 



 

 

 

This farm tour 

was an incredible 

tour I learned so 

much about the 

diverse operations 

within the corn 

industry. Growing 

up on a diversified grain and livestock farm I got to see firsthand every day the process of corn 

production and the entirety of the corn industry. This was by far way more interesting that the 

United States corn production process. In the United States we irrigate with irrigation systems or 

just go off the rain. While Australia is way drier, so they utilize water irrigation. It was amazing 

to see this firsthand I have never seen water irrigation before. This was a incredibly large acre 

farm and with the irrigation process it shocked me that can still get over 300 bushels. What also 

is shocking that I learned is that because they are so dry and can take that water out, they do not 

have to dry their corn in dryers. They can just wait to combine until it is dry enough and then 

store it. I also was amazed to know that most of their corn is used in oils. With this irrigation 

process it is more expensive because the farmer has to buy the water and it can be up to $15 a 

hedge litter. They also utilize a lot of precision ag on the farm. They utilize a lot of drones to fly 

around and check on everything to ensure all the irrigation systems are working correctly. This 

was an incredible side of agriculture to see, and it was so diverse compared to America.  



 
 
 
While in 

Australia I got 

the chance to 

go on a 

Helicopter 

Tour. This was 

a trip of a 

lifetime. I 

have never 

been on a 

helicopter 

before, and it was so cool to get to see the entire coast and just how clear the water is. I was 

shocked to see just how blue and clear it is. When I pictured it, I did not expect it to look like this 

at all. Something that also amazed me was just how much sheep Australians have on pasture. I 

feel like at every open space there were flocks of sheep everywhere. I was also shocked to see 

just how open it was. With being so close to the coast and water I feel as if it would be more 

populated and more city like. However, I am shocked that it is more open and country. I learned 

just how rural Australia is while driving and flying all around the country I learned that Australia 

is a very rural country. They are very modern and upbeat in the city, but as soon as you get 

outside of those city streets and into the bush it is a whole new world. It is almost like a whole 

new country. I feel as if the United States is almost like that too. Sometimes in some places it can 

have so many people, but in the country it can be so open and rural it is a whole different world.  



 

Australia is known for its unique and beautiful Sydney Opera House, and its also known as the 

most recognizable modern landmarks 

in the entire world. What shocked me 

the most though was when we toured 

this building and learning about its 

rich history. The whole purpose of 

the Opera House was to have 

something and somewhere to 

showcase their diverse arts. Joseph 

Cahill launched an international 

competition for architects and over 

233 different designs were submitted. 

The unknown architect Jorn Utzon, 

who was initially, cut from the 

competition at the beginning was the 

winner and in 1959 the Sydney Opera 

House began to be built. With the original outline it was projected to cost $7 million, but by the 

end it cost over 100 million when Queen Elizabeth opened the doors in October 1973. Within 

those fourteen years of building there were a tremendous amount of tension between the arctic, 

workers, and government. It got to the point where Utzon left the project in 1966 and never 

returned.  I learned so much from that one-hour tour. Inside those walls are years of history blood 

sweat and tears. The Opera House is now enjoyed by many and is the true home for the arts.  



 
 
 
When I think of Australia I think of 

Kangaroos.  When we got the chance 

to tour the Narana Aboriginal 

Cultural Centre and learn all about 

the Aboriginal culture. I learned that 

the Kangaroos recognized an official 

symbol of Australia. Which I find 

fascinating that you can eat this 

national recognized animal because 

in the United States the Bald Eagle is 

our Nations Bird and it is illegal to 

even kill it. I also learned just how 

powerful kangaroos are I did not 

realize that Kangaroos kick by 

standing on their tales. Their tales are 

so incredibly strong, and their legs are so powerful. This baby kangaroo that is pictured kicks are 

so powerful and he was so young. I was also surprised that baby kangaroos if they are neglected 

from their parents then they usually do not make it past five years old. It is crucial for them to 

have a mother figure in their life. I also learned from the Aboriginal Cultural Centre how they 

utilized everything from animals. They do not just use the meat. They use everything for each 

inch of fur. Almost like how in the USA we utilize byproducts from different types of species.  

 



 
 

 
 
The Purple Potatoes Farm was one of the 

most interesting farms we got the chance 

to tour on our trip to Australia. I have 

never witnessed or seen a purple potato 

or ever tried a purple potato chip. I was 

shocked on how closely it tasted to a 

normal potato chip. What I learned from 

this tour is to never give up on your 

dreams. The owner of this potatoes farm 

had a dream of creating purple potato 

chips and he did not let anything keep 

him from his dream. He had to go 

through so many obstacles from getting 

the approval and licensed. He started this 

project in 2004 and took all the way until 2013 to get his license and fully get the project up and 

going. His words of advice are something that I really took home with me and took to heart. He 

really was passionate about being able to know your abilities and what your limits are. Never be 

afraid to ask for help. Do what you love and ask for help. If he never asked for help, he would 

not be where he is today. You must understand that whatever you do takes a village, and you can 

never do it by yourself. When you understand that you can reach your dreams and accomplish so 

much. After this visit I am a fan of purple potato chips and a fan of never giving up on dreams. 



 
 
This was my 

first time on a 

walnut farm. I 

had no idea 

what I would 

even find. After 

the walnuts 

went through 

the entire 

sorting process and cleaning process and went to the drying. I found that the drying process is 

very similar to a dryer that is used for corn in Iowa. This Walnut farm was super interesting to 

me mostly because I did not know how many different types there are. I thought it would just be 

walnuts, but they also have pecans, acadamine nuts, and 12 other variety of walnuts. I knew how 

big the Walnut industry was in California, but what surprised me about the Australian walnut 

industry is how closely they follow the California industry. They follow the price of the 

California industry very closely. This specific Walnut farm and processing facility do a big 

number of exports and imports as well. Over 5,000 ton get to be exported. These exports mostly 

go to Europe. More specifically they go to Germany and Turkey. The rest stays in country in 

Australia and gets shipped across the country. Which means roughly 8,000 tons per years goes to 

processing to get cracked. It was astonishing to see just how vastly this industry is growing and 

how they see the future of this industry to continue to grow and expand. I look forward to see 

what the future of the Walnut Industry looks like in Australia and the U.S.A.  



 

 
 
I snuck a picture of the Sydney Fish 

Market Dutch Auction System. This 

way of selling was completely mind 

shocking to me I have never seen or 

heard of anything like it. When I 

thought of sales, I think of a Cattle 

Sale barn. It amazes me how 

efficient the Dutch System is 

because by starting with the highest 

number and first bidder gets it keeps 

everyone on their toes. The sale 

goes by so fast. The Sydney Fish 

Market Auction trades more than 55 

tons with 100 different species of 

seafood every day. After watching 

this sale move so quickly and 

efficiently it really got me thinking. If this type of auction was able to go through everything so 

quickly why don’t cattle sale barns in the United States copy this style? Cattle sales can go on for 

hours and hours. I looked into if any auctions in the United States utilizes the Dutch Auction 

System, and I could not find anything. After seeing this auction system in person and learning all 

about it I strongly recommended a lot of other auction systems to also utilize this style. 



We got the 

chance to tour a 

Cod Fish Farm. 

This farm was the 

definition of 

Aquaculture. I 

have never seen 

one of these 

facilities before, 

so to see one in 

Australia was 

amazing. This 

farm was very 

modern and sustainable. They have six beams and while we were there, they are currently adding 

ten more beams. The total farm is about 1,500 acres.  In each of these octagon encloser can fit 

roughly up to 30,000 fish per enclosure. Aquaculture in Australia is the largest sector of the 

Seafood Industry as of 2021 and it amazes me how vastly this industry is growing. It has 

increased by 24% in production since 2020. Australian’s aquaculture industry can be found even 

at the Sydney Fish market we were at. They sold it in the Auction to buyers. The way we look at 

the seafood industry is drastically changing. Whenever people think of a Cod they think of the 

sea or the ocean. They think of a big fish net or a big fish boat. They do not think of octagons 

and nets with 30,000 fish in them being raised on a fish farm. However, with the growing rate of 

this industry when people think of Seafood they will now think of aquaculture  


