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NATIVE PROMO:
e Title (40 characters max): Tar Spot Defense for Yield Victory

Description (150 characters max): Learn how to plan and prepare to tackle tar spot head-
on next season with these best management practices that strengthen defense and
maximize crop yield potential for farmers.
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e Title (25 characters max): Tar Spot Tactics

e Copy (125 characters max): Discover how to stay ahead of tar spot for next season by
learning these strategies that strengthen defense and maximize crop yield potential for
farmers.

e Meta description (30 characters max): Beat Tar Spot: Learn How Now

HEADLINE: Tar Spot Defense for Yield Victory

COPY (250 words minimum with videos):

Tar spot has emerged as a significant foliar disease resulting in significant yield loss and growing
concerns among farmers. As comprehension and expansion of this disease rapidly advances, the
implementation of best management practices is also evolving. These steps are instrumental in
safeguarding high corn yields and winning the battle against tar spot.

Stay ahead of tar spot next year by employing these management practices:

Selecting Resilient Hybrids

Prioritize tar spot-resistant hybrids when making seed decisions for next year. This should be the
No. 1 consideration when seeking to manage this disease, as it appears to have a greater impact
on symptoms and yield loss than either cultural or chemical management practices.

The Pioneer® brand PO421™ family, and P04922Q™, P0529Q™, PO720Q™ and PO720AM™ hybrids
provide exceptional protection, disease tolerance and adaptability, ensuring top-notch defense.
These hybrids each boast a tar spot resistance score of six or higher and have proven to
significantly reduce symptoms and preserve yields. In 2022, Pioneer brand corn products showed
a 5.9 bu/A vield advantage in areas of high tar spot pressure in 12,020 comparisons at 718
locations.

Applying Fungicides Effeectively

Fungicides labeled for tar spot control in corn can reduce symptoms and protect yield. Due to tar
spot’s rapid reinfection cycle, two applications may be needed, especially for irrigated corn. A
recent study from Purdue University compared using Aproach® and Aproach Prima fungicides
under moderate to high tar spot severity. It showed that a two-pass treatment rather than a
single treatment resulted in a higher yield.

Practicing Rotation and Tillage
Reduce tar spot presence in cornfields by managing infested residue and fungal structures. Crop
rotation and tillage are two common practices used to decrease disease presence and impact.
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Tar spot overwinters in corn residue so tillage may reduce severity, but observations show these
are not the sole solutions for preventing tar spot.

Implementing Irrigation Techniques

Farmers in areas affected by tar spot have experimented with night irrigation to reduce the
duration of leaf wetness, as it appears as a crucial factor in development and spread. This
practice is especially prevalent among those with irrigated cornfields.

Monitoring Crops

Early detection is key to successful tar spot management. Additional crop scouting is
recommended when in specific environmental conditions that tar spot thrives in, such as cool
temperatures (60-70°F), high relative humidity (>75%,) frequent cloudy days, and a consistent
nightly dew duration of seven or more hours.

As the battle and expansion of tar spot continues, the industry is still learning about this disease
and conducting research trials. Continuous scouting and looping in your local Pioneer agronomist
right away is critical to help learn more about this disease and how to prevent it in the coming
seasons. For more information and insights on effective tar spot management, contact your local
Pioneer field agronomist or visit Pioneer.com.

"® Pioneer is a trademark of Corteva Agriscience and its affiliated companies. Aproach® and Aproach® Prima are not
registered for sale or use in all states. Contact your state pesticide regulatory agency to determine if a product is
registered for sale or use in your state. Always read and follow label directions.

© 2023 Corteva.

Bt



